Chinese publication networks in China, Taiwan, and Hong Kong," through which Chinese-American writing is often reprinted in Chinese-language papers throughout the Chinese world, in effect reintegrating Chinese-language readers and writers in America with a global Chinese-language community.
In her essay on "The Politics of Humor" in the Columbia newspaper, Vanessa Steinroetter focuses on a German-American periodical published in Washington, D.C., during and immediately following the Civil War. Despite the political upheavals of this time period, as Steinroetter shows, the Columbia focused on entertaining its readers by publishing short fiction, satirical sketches, and human-interest pieces. As such, it marks a departure from the more typical news reporting featured in other German-language publications. At the same time, its history illuminates a number of other issues central to the immigrant press in the United States. Primary among these, and one that we see in all of the essays included here, is the balance between fostering a local community with connections to the homeland, on the one hand, and creating a national American identity on the other. The Columbia achieved this balance by importing some of the traditions of German satire while also publishing humorous sketches about American life as well as German translations of short stories by Fanny Fern and Louisa May Alcott, among others. It also published advertisements and sketches that interspersed English words with German. This hybrid approach not only entertained readers, but also indirectly helped them address some of the key political issues that they faced both as immigrants and as Americans.
Peter Conolly-Smith's "Transforming an Ethnic Readership Through 'Word and Image': William Randolph Hearst's Deutsches Journal and New York's German-Language Press, 1895-1918" provides another important contribution to the history of the German-American press, offering an analysis of a German-American periodical not widely available in any form, which constitutes his project both as one of recovery and of analysis. Focusing on the years 1911-1918, he situates this magazine within its New York publishing context, contrasting its structure, contents, and editorial and social stances with those of rival publications and demonstrating its place within the history of the German-American press in New York. The Deutsches Journal negotiated contemporary debates about the place of women as well as its shifting political stances toward the First World War, when it moved from a pro-Germany position to one of American patriotism. Ultimately, he argues, the magazine functioned to help its readers transition from a distinct ethnic identity to a larger American one by sharing characteristics with other English-language Hearst publications, a transition that was encapsulated in the periodical's own demise in 1918, by which time it had made itself obsolete. This issue's "From the Periodical Archives," prepared by Rebekah Starnes, deals with material earlier than any of the other articles in this issue. It examines the Philadelphisches Magazin, which was published in 1798 by brothers Heinrich and Joseph Kämmerer and lasted only one issue. The introduction posits that this periodical represents the earliest American attempt to start a periodical with a focus on "entertaining" content, and in this section we reprint the front matter of this issue, in which the editors lay out their editorial policy and goals. This material, not available elsewhere in translation, has particular implication not only for the history of the German-American press, but for the history of early-American periodicals as a whole.
We anticipate that this issue's contents will interest not only scholars of German-American, Irish-American, or Chinese-American studies, but the community of periodical scholars at large. They bring into discussion material that is often inaccessible to scholars, whether because few copies survive or because of the challenges associated with studying non-English materials. Taken together, however, these articles suggest connections between particular groups of immigrant readers and sources of periodical material and more familiar figures, publications, and trends in periodical studies.
Steve Fink, Jared Gardner, and Susan Williams
